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School-Based Research
Please fully complete all sections as requested.
The proposal will be reviewed by members of the Research and Development Working Group (RDWG). Reviewers will seek a clear understanding of the proposed research topic, existing knowledge, and the suitability of the project in relation to Deaf Education. Consideration will also be given to how the research will benefit the Academy.
About the Research and Development Working Group
The RDWG was established in 2023 to improve understanding of research engagement within the Deaf Academy. Its purpose is to ensure that all research proposals are reviewed before any research begins, helping to manage risk, protect participants, and support high-quality research practice.	Comment by Matt Jenkins: What year did it set up? 2023 or 2024?	Comment by Verity Clark: December 2023!
Dr Matt Jenkins is the Chair of the RDWG. The group advises on ethics, safeguarding, and practical considerations, and ensures the Senior Leadership Team (SLT) is informed of all research activity. In the past, some research was conducted without full oversight; this process ensures transparency and that all research aligns with the Academy’s values and priorities.
All research proposals must be submitted using this form and discussed by the RDWG prior to the start of any project. Outcomes, decisions, and advice from the group guide researchers and inform SLT as needed.
Submission and Review Process
The RDWG meets four times per academic year. Proposals must be submitted in advance of a scheduled meeting to be considered. Late submissions will be deferred to the next scheduled RDWG meeting.
	Autumn
	Winter
	Spring
	Summer

	[Insert date 1] 
	[Insert date 2]
	19th March 2026
	[Insert date 4
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Applicant Details
	Your name:
	

	Role / status (e.g. staff member, student, external researcher):
	

	Subjects currently studied (if applicable):
	

	University / training provider (if applicable):
	

	Academic supervisor (if applicable):
	

	Expected research start date:
	

	Has this research been submitted for external funding?
	☐
	No

	
	☐
	Yes

	(If yes, provide details)
	


1. Working Title of Research Project
	


2. Thematic Area (please tick all that apply)
	☐
	Teaching & Learning (including curriculum, assessment, classroom practice)

	☐
	Learner Support & Wellbeing (including social care, pastoral support, mental health)

	☐
	Specialist Practice & Therapies (e.g. SaLT, Audiology, OT, inclusion support)

	☐
	Workforce & Professional Practice (e.g. staff development, roles, systems, policy)

	☐
	Deaf Identity, Language, Culture, Heritage, History, Family & Community (including lived experience)

	☐
	Other (please specify):


3. Abstract
Provide a short summary of the proposed research. This should outline:
· The research problem or focus
· The context (school, service, or setting)
· Why the research is important or relevant to Deaf SEND Education
	



4. Research Questions and Rationale
Please identify the research question(s) you will be seeking to answer and explain why they are significant. Include:
· The rationale for the study
· How it relates to existing practice or knowledge
· What new insights it may offer for Deaf SEND Education or school practice
The research question(s):
	


5. Research Approach and Methods (practice-focused)
Please briefly describe:
· The type of research (e.g. qualitative, quantitative, mixed methods, practitioner inquiry)
· Methods of data collection (e.g. interviews, observations, surveys, work samples)
· Who will be involved (e.g. learners, staff, families) and approximate numbers
	



6. Timescale
Please outline:
· The overall timeframe for the research
· When the Academy’s involvement will begin and end
· Any key milestones (e.g. data collection, analysis)
	



7. Ethics, Safeguarding, and Accessibility
Do you foresee any ethical issues with your research? Please consider:
· Involvement of children or vulnerable groups
· Informed consent and assent
· Accessibility of information (e.g. BSL, plain English)
· Confidentiality and anonymity
· Data storage and protection (e.g. GDPR compliance)
Ethical approval will be required for any research involving human participants.
	



8. Impact on the Academy
Level of impact (please tick all that apply):
	☐
	Classroom-level

	☐
	Department / service-level

	☐
	Whole-academy

	☐
	Multi-agency / external partners


Please outline any anticipated demands on learners, staff, or services, and how these will be minimised.
9. Benefits to the Deaf Academy
Please describe how the findings will benefit the Academy and Deaf SEND Education more broadly. Include how you plan to share outcomes (e.g. report, presentation, staff training, summary document).
	



Declaration (Lead Researcher)
By submitting this proposal, I confirm that the information provided is accurate and that the research will be conducted in line with the Academy’s safeguarding, ethical, and data protection requirements.
	Name:
	

	Role / Organisation:
	

	Email:
	

	Date:
	







	Date proposal submitted:
	

	Date proposal approved by Research and Development Working Group:
	

	Decision:
	☐
	Approved

	
	☐
	Approved with conditions

	
	☐
	Not approved



Submission
Please submit the completed Research Proposal Form by the relevant deadline to:
Dr Matt Jenkins
Research and Development Lead
mjenkins@thedeafacademy.ac.uk
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